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This Syllabus is the official document of the course; 
however it is subject to change if the instructors deem it necessary. Please read it carefully and ask 
questions if you have them. The syllabus contains a matrix of the readings, assignments, and discussions 
for which you will be responsible. The syllabus also explains the participation, evaluation and grading 
systems which will be used in this course. This includes assessment of discussions, written assignments, 
group projects and papers.  

At the bottom of the syllabus you will find a very important piece that you should read carefully 
and act on. This is an agreement between you and the instructors. We expect to get an e-mail from 
each student who will be participating in the class that shows you have read and understand this syllabus. 

 

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION  

Email shauna@usf.edu 

Office Phone  813-974-6359 

Office Hours Flexible, by appointment 
Dr. Shauna Schullo 

Virtual Office Link   See Blackboard 

 

Email mvenable@admin.usf.edu  

Office Phone  813-974-4645 

Office Hours Flexible, by appointment 
Melissa Venable  

Virtual Office Link  See Blackboard 

      

Expect a response from email requests within 48 hours during the week. 

 

 

ABOUT THE COURSE 

Course Description: 
This is a survey course examining the field of distance learning. This is NOT a production course on 
developing web sites. Although you will leave with enough knowledge to begin designing a Distance 
Learning course, the nature of a survey course is for you to get the big picture of Distance Learning in 
many different environments and using many different media or combinations of media. With this said, 
you will produce products in this class that will help to assess your understanding of the field of Distance 



Learning. These will usually be in the form of written work, but may also include things such as 
presentations and actual distance course elements. 
This course is designed to provide an integrated framework to explore theory within practice. The course 
will explore all types of distance and distributed learning, not just online learning.  
 
Topics include: 

� Distance technologies 
� Implications for teaching and learning  
� Issues and trends in distance learning 
� Research in distance learning 

 
Course Objectives: 
 
At the conclusion of this semester, students who have participated fully in this course should be able to: 
 

1. Describe examples of various distance learning delivery systems and explore their implications 
for teaching and learning. 

 
2. Use professional journals and established distance learning references as resources to identify 

historical and contemporary trends in the field and to suggest areas of emerging interest for 
teachers, students, and administrators. 

 
3. Compare and contrast the nature of interactivity in traditional and virtual classrooms, 

including both synchronous and asynchronous environments. 
 

4. Review representative literature in distance and distributed learning and propose a research 
agenda (EME 7458 students only), to challenge conclusions reported, suggest replication, or 
modify an existing line of inquiry. 

 
Course Materials: 
No textbook is required for this course. We will be using a variety of readings from multiple sources, 
which will be available online or via USF's Virtual Library Electronic Reserve 
(http://www.lib.usf.edu/virtual/ereserve/index.html). You can either print the material or read it from the 
screen, whichever you would prefer. Please do not print everything unless you feel it is necessary for your 
learning. Print only what you need to read off line. This should save you a significant amount of money. 
 

 
 

PARTICIPATION, EVALUATION AND GRADING 

Participation: 
Active participation is a critical component of building an effective online learning community. You are 
expected to be a regular and active participant in online discussions. This means you will post original 
material and thoughts as well as reply to posts submitted by others. Reading assignments will be made 
from a variety of online resources to prepare you to engage in the discussion. The quality of online 
asynchronous discussion will be driven by the extent of your preparation.  

The purpose of the discussions is to promote a learning community and encourage critical thinking skills 
in order to assimilate the information that is being provided. Participation in the discussion forums will be 
graded using a rubric to be sure that grading is fair. To understand how the grades will be determined, 
you can review the discussion rubric posted in the Start Here! area and at the top of each discussion 
assignment. The discussion questions have been specifically designed to encourage critical thinking and 
group discussion, so hopefully you will be encouraged to play an integral role in this process. 



Everyone will be required to read the material, participate in the discussion and turn in written 
assignments on time. The breakdown of the points and due dates for each portion of the assignment can 
be seen in the assignment check list in Blackboard under Start Here! and also in the Course Work area 
of Blackboard. 

During certain weeks discussion may weigh heavier than the written work and vice versa. Be sure you 
participate in discussions as instructed each week as they weigh heavily in your grade. To assist in the 
flexibility desired by distance learners in this course, you will be allowed to drop or miss 2 discussion 
postings and still receive full credit (a total of 8 points will be dropped). 

When are things due? 
Original postings in discussions are due by Sunday night at the bewitching hour of Midnight unless 
otherwise stated. This means that they are due by 12:00 as recorded by the discussion area which place 
a time stamp on submissions. Discussion responses and all remaining written work are due on 
Wednesday night at Midnight as recorded by the university server time stamp unless otherwise stated. 
Please keep this in mind when you are rushing to submit your assignments before the clock strikes 12:00. 
Synchronize the clock you watch with the one in the system or your assignments may be late! 

Evaluation and Rubrics: 
A rubric is used to grade the discussion assignments and to grade final projects. Check the Start Here! 
area of Blackboard to see these rubrics before you start your work as they will guide you to success. 
Other assignments are evaluated on their content, your writing, and the extent to which they meet the 
assignment requirements. If a checklist or rubric is provided in the assignment, please pay attention to 
what it says as we will follow these guidelines when grading the assignment. 

Grading: 

Grading Scale for EME6936 

Grade Percent Scale Point Scale 6936 

A 93-100% 126-135 

B 84-92% 113-124 

C 75-83% 101-112 

D 65-74% 88-101 

Grading Scale for EDF7458 

Grade Percent Scale Point Scale 7458 

A 93-100% 153-165 

B 84-92% 139-152 

C 75-83% 124-137 

D 65-74% 107-123 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

Disabilities: 
Students with disabilities are encouraged to consult me as soon as possible. If accommodations are 
needed, a letter from the Office of Student Disability Services (SVC1133) will be required. Please inform 



me if there is a need for alternate format for documents or a notetaker. You may also reach the office by 
phone, (813) 253-7031, TDD (813) 253-7053, or (813) 253-7336.  

Academic Integrity: 
The University of South Florida has an account with an automated plagiarism detection service which 
allows instructors and students to submit student assignments to be checked for plagiarism. I reserve the 
right to 1) request that assignments be submitted to me as electronic files and 2) electronically submit 
assignments to SafeAssignment, or 3) ask students to submit their assignments to SafeAssignment 
through myUSF. Assignments are compared automatically with a database of journal articles, web 
articles, and previously submitted papers. The instructor receives a report showing exactly how a 
student's paper was plagiarized. If you are unsure what constitutes plagiarism, now is a VERY good 
time to learn. Please review the tutorial at http://www.c21te.usf.edu (Click on plagiarism). You are 
responsible for academic integrity. For information about plagiarism in USF's Undergraduate Catalog, go 
to http://www.ugs.usf.edu/catalogs/0304/adadap.htm#plagiarism  . 

 

MAJOR ASSIGNMENTS 

Project: 
A final project will make up either 29% or 35% of your grade (depending on the level at which you are 
taking the course) in this course. This project replaces final and midterm exams and is used to evaluate 
your understanding and application of distance education at the end of this course. The final project is 
designed to provide you the opportunity to analyze many of the primary issues in developing a distance 
education course, lesson or program. The project is to be completed in collaborative groups in the same 
way you would work in a team environment in real life.  

The goal of this project is for you to design and plan a distance learning solution, not to actually create it. 
The result is a professional design document or proposal that responds to a real world scenario. Your 
group will be given the opportunity to choose from a group of scenarios or create your own in the first few 
weeks of the course. Your project should provide a solution to the scenario by describing a specific 
approach to distance education in the chosen environment. Think of it as a proposal to an important 
group of people who will make the decision if the project will get funding.  

We will be grading your projects on the depth of analysis of the scenario and the resulting solution. We 
will look to see that that the knowledge you should have gained in this course is reflected. This is not a 
life's work, so keep it concise. The document should be somewhere in the area of 10-20 pages double-
spaced. Your group will also be required to present, in some fashion, the content and context of your 
project to the rest of the class in an asynchronous or synchronous manner in which you facilitate a 
discussion about your ideas. More information will be provided on the project in Blackboard by Week 3 of 
the course.  

NOTE: This is a group assignment. All members of the group are graded on the quality of the project and 
their participation in the group. If you decide not to work in a group, you will be responsible for the same 
content and quality of solution as an entire group. There will be no adjustments to the assignment 
because you want to work alone. Please keep this in mind as we ask you to choose groups. 

Paper - (EDF7458 Only): 
As upper level graduate students in Instructional Technology it is very important that you are able to 
synthesize the research in your area and write professionally. For this reason, you will write a formal 
research paper to be submitted to a pre-specified professional journal of your choosing. A list of 
suggested journals will be provided by week 3 of the course.  



You will follow the submission guidelines and requirements of the chosen journal and will be graded on 
the content, the quality of the writing and how well you meet the journal requirements. By the end of 
module 4, you will be required to send the instructor the journal name, the journal submissions guidelines 
and a letter of intent of submission describing what your paper will be about. 

You will select the topic or research strand for your paper, drawing upon your familiarity with distance and 
distributed learning literature. Papers will be expected to follow journal guidelines for style and be of 
publishable quality, representative of professional work.  

The paper will be worth approximately 20% of your final grade and a final version will be due during the 
last week of class. The instructors will serve as reviewers for the paper and will provide feedback and 
revision suggestions throughout the semester. It is hoped that the final version will be of high enough 
quality for you to actually submit the paper for publication consideration. 

 

WEEKLY ASSIGNMENT MATRIX 
(Please see the Assignment Check List under Start Here! for due dates& points possible. 
Check the Course Work Area of Blackboard for more details!) 

Part 1 (Weeks 1-6): An Introduction to Distance Education 

Module 1  - Course & Participant Introductions - Overview and History of Distance Learning 

Presentation View the Module 1 presentation under Course Work in Blackboard. - Welcome & 
Introduction to the course  

Reading 
Assignments 

Read the Syllabus and Course Guide First! 

Read the following articles:  

• McIsaac, M.S. & Gunawardena, C.N. (2004). Distance Education. In D.H. 
Jonassen, ed. Handbook of research for educational communications and 
technology, Second Edition: a project of the Association for Educational 
Communications and Technology. 355-396. New York: Simon & Schuster 
Macmillan. Retrieved August 24, 2005, from http://www.aect.org/edtech/14.pdf 
with membership to AECT)  (42 pages - PDF version available in Blackboard)  

• Schlosser, L. A., & Simonson, M. (?) Distance Education: Definition and Glossary 
of Terms Chapter 1, August 24, 2005, from http://www.aect.org with membership 
to AECT) (7 pages - PDF version available in Blackboard the first week of class). 

• Loraine Sherry. Issues in Distance Learning. International Journal of Educational 
Telecommunications, 1(4), 337-365. Retrieved August 24, 2005, from 
http://carbon.cudenver.edu/~lsherry/pubs/issues.html. (24 pages) This article is a 
bit dated, but it still has some really good information. 

• Review the presentation on the following web site on the history of Distance 
Education. Journey through the History of Distance Education 
(http://www.people.memphis.edu/~ffowler/title.html) 

Review the Following Web Site Resources - (hint: these are good resources for later)  

• Willis, B. (1995). Distance Education Research Guide. Distance Learning 
Clearinghouse Overview University of Idaho, College of Engineering excerpted 
from Distance Education: A Practical Guide. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Educational 
Technology Publications. Retrieved August 24, 2005, from 
http://www.uidaho.edu/eo/distglan.html 



• Barron, A. (1999). Teacher's Guide to Distance Learning. Florida Center for 
Instructional Technology, Tampa. Retrieved August 24, 2005, from 
http://fcit.usf.edu/DISTANCE/default.htm  

• Review the definitions of Distance Learning from this site: The Distance Learning 
Clearinghouse http://www.uwex.edu/disted/ 
(http://www.uwex.edu/disted/definition.html) 

• Choose an area of this web site you are interested in and look around to see what 
is happening. http://www.distance-educator.com/  

Discussion 
Assignment  

Check Blackboard assignments area to see what these entail... 

D1 - Creating a Distance Learning Annotated Webography 
D2 - Definition Analysis 
S1 - Getting to know you! (this discussion will take place over the next 3 weeks) 
R1 - Reflective Remarks on Being a Distance Learner  
XC1 – Take the Entrance Survey 

Writing 
Assignment 

Check Blackboard assignments area to see what these entail... 

W1 - Online Self Introductions and Home Pages 

Synchronous 
Assignment 

Check Blackboard assignments area to see what this entails… 

Check your computer setup for synchronous communication.  
Module 2 - The Theories and Trends of Distance Learning 

Presentation This module will include a Synchronous event in which you must participate!  BE 
READY…. Instructions will be in Blackboard. 

Reading 
Assignments 

Theories and Trends 

Read the following articles:  

• Simonson, M. et al., Teaching and Learning at a Distance Foundations of Distance 
Education, Second Edition, Pearson Education (2003). Pages 36-52 on Theory 
and Distance Education. (See PDF in Blackboard) (16 pages)  

• Read the Forward, Chapter 1, and Chapter 2 from Theory and Practice of Online 
Learning (online book) http://cde.athabascau.ca/online_book  

• Chute, A, Thompson, M, and Hancock, B., The McGraw-Hill Handbook of 
Distance Learning, McGraw-Hill, New York. (1999) Pages 204-217 Looking at the 
Present, Looking to the Future. Available electronically from the USF Library, see 
Blackboard for details. (11 pages) 

• Distributed Education and Its Challenges: An Overview (2001) 
http://www.acenet.edu/bookstore/pdf/distributed-learning/distributed-learning-
01.pdf (58 pages) 

Review the Following Web Site Resources - (hint: these are good resources for later)  

• Select two theories of interest to you to review in detail:  
o Explorations in Learning & Instruction: The Theory Into Practice Database, 

(http://www.gwu.edu/~tip/theories.html) Greg Kearsley, George 
Washington University.  

o Funderstanding (http://www.funderstanding.com/theories.cfm) - A site that 
specializes in education for kids. This site has some good descriptions of 
theories that may help to make it all a little clearer. Use this to flesh out the 
theories that you choose to reflect on  

o Distance Education - CU Denver School of Education 
(http://carbon.cudenver.edu/~mryder/itc_data/distance.html).    



 

• Select one article of interest pertaining to trends in Distance Learning to review in 
detail. You can start with the following sites, but feel free to choose any you like. 
You might also look at the e-journal listing under resources.  

o Fast Company (http://www.fastcompany.com/)  - An online and print 
based business magazine that deals with may technology subjects, try 
searching for Distance Education, Online Learning, E-Learning, or 
Distance Learning.  

o US Distance Learning Association (http://www.usdla.org/)  - The United 
States Distance Learning Association provides content in many different 
educational arenas on Distance Learning in the United States. Start with 
the What's New area or choose a content area from the menu on the 
home page.  

o Chronicle of Higher Education (http://chronicle.com/)  - A daily print and 
online resource for the world of Higher Education. This journal provides 
many interesting aspects of Higher Education, but it has a special section 
on Distance Education. Although many of the articles require a 
membership, there are still many that can be read without one.  

o Distance-Educator.com (http://www.distance-educator.com/)  is designed 
and written by professionals who have several decades of experience in 
educational radio, educational television, and the use of integrated 
telecommunications systems such as the Internet for teaching and 
learning. Dr. Saba, the founder of Distance-Educator.com is a major 
player in the field of Distance Education.  

Discussion 
Assignment  

Check Blackboard assignments area to see what these entail... 

D3 - Distance Education Theories 
D4 - Trends in Distance Education 

Writing 
Assignment 

Check Blackboard assignments area to see what these entail... 

G1 - Which group do you want to be in? Groups are determined and have a private chat to 
define name, set schedules, choose roles and set the stage for productive group activity. 
Discussion on groups in distance learning is summarized and posted to the public 
discussion board. Sign off on evaluation process, choose roles and start picking a 
scenario.  

- Start reviewing requirements for group project. 
Module 3 - Distance Learning Research 

Presentation View the Module 3 presentation under "Course Work" in Blackboard.  

Reading 
Assignments 

Read the following articles:  

• (1999). What's the Difference: A Review of Contemporary Research on the 
Effectiveness of Distance Learning in Higher Education, Institute of Higher 
Education Policy. Retrieved April 25, 2003, from 
http://www.ihep.com/Pubs/PDF/Difference.pdf (48 pages)  

• Berge, Z. L., Mrozowski, S. Review of Research in Distance Education, 1990 to 
1999. American Journal of Distance Education v15 n3 p5-19 2001. (See PDF in 
Blackboard). 

• Search the USF library electronic databases (See instructions in Blackboard) and 
choose two “research” articles about distance education in your subject area. 
Read them critically and be ready to talk about what they mean to distance 



education. 

Review the Following Web Site Resource: 

• Willis, B. (1995). Distance Education Research Guide # 9. University of Idaho, 
College of Engineering excerpted from DISTANCE EDUCATION: A PRACTICAL 
GUIDE. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Educational Technology Publications. Retrieved 
August 24, 2005, from http://www.uidaho.edu/eo/dist9.html  

• Try searching this site for a topic of interest to you in distance education. 
http://www.irrodl.org/ 

• Try searching this site for a topic of interest to you in distance 
education.http://www.aln.org/ 

Discussion 
Assignment  

Check Blackboard assignments area to see what these entail... 

D5 - Distance Learning Research Discussion 
G2 - Group Topic Discussion (discuss it, decide on a topic, report to instructor)  

Writing 
Assignment 

Check Blackboard assignments area to see what these entail... 

W2 - Summary of research and reaction paper or synchronous discussion 

Module 4 – Online Conference on Distance Education Topics 

Reading 
Assignments 

Review the Following Web Site Resources: ---You are not expected to read all of 
these, so do not panic! --- 

Possible topics for our online conference include the following or any others you wish to 
add. Here are some starting points for your research. 

E-Learning 

• In Education: http://www.air.org/forum/pdf/E-Learning_Stokes.pdf 
• Office of Educational Technology: 

http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/os/technology/index.html 
• US News: http://www.usnews.com/usnews/edu/elearning/elhome.htm 
• E-Learning Glossary: http://www.learningcircuits.org/glossary.html 

ADA and Accessibility Issues 

• Government ADA site: http://www.section508.gov/ 

• W3C Guidelines: http://www.w3.org/ 

• UT Designing for the Web: http://www.utexas.edu/web/guidelines/accessibility.html 

• ASTD Learning Circuits: http://www.learningcircuits.org/2001/aug2001/elearn.html 

Copyright Issues 

• US Copyright Office (the motherload, but you may want to review some of this 
information and bookmark for future reference): http://www.loc.gov/copyright/ 

• University of Illinois-Urbana- Copyright for Educators: 
http://lrs.ed.uiuc.edu/wp/copyright-2002/ 

• University of Iowa Libraries - Copyright and Multimedia: 
http://bailiwick.lib.uiowa.edu/journalism/mediaLaw/copyright_main.html 



• Stanford University – Copyright and Fair Use: http://fairuse.stanford.edu/ 
• American Association of University Professors: http://www.aaup.org/ 

Industry Standards 

• IEEE http://ieeeltsc.org/ 
• Louisiana Department of Education Standards for Distance Education: 

www.doe.state.la.us/lde/uploads/738.pdf 

Learning Objects 

• Educational Technology and Society: 
http://ifets.ieee.org/periodical/vol_2_2000/discuss_summary_0200.html 

• The Instructional Use of Learning Objects: http://reusability.org/read/ 

• University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee: 
http://www.uwm.edu/Dept/CIE/AOP/learningobjects.html 

Digital Divide 

• Study-The Digital Divide and Student Satisfaction: 
http://ifets.ieee.org/periodical/vol_3_2002/jung.html 

• Office of Educational Technology-ED Programs that Help Bridge the Digital Divide: 
http://www.ed.gov/Technology/digdiv.html 

• Technology, Learning, and Change: Community  Development Revisited: 
http://www.educause.edu/pub/eq/eqm04/eqm0426.asp?bhcp=1 

Designing and Developing Distance Learning 

• Barron, A. (1999). Teacher's Guide to Distance Learning Chapter 10 Implementing 
Distance Learning. Florida Center for Instructional Technology, Tampa. [Online] 
http://fcit.usf.edu/DISTANCE/chap10.htm  

• Principles of Online Design (2003) http://www.fgcu.edu/onlinedesign/Intro.html 

• Developing Online Courses (2004) 
http://cde.athabascau.ca/online_book/pdf/TPOL_chp07.pdf 

• Quality Distance Education (QDE): Instructional Design 
http://www.uwex.edu/disted/design.html 

Administrative and Quality Issues in Distance Learning 

• Distributed Learning: New Challenges and Opportunities for Institutional Leadership 
(387KB; pdf) http://www.acenet.edu/bookstore/pdf/distributed-learning/distributed-
learning-03.pdf. (25 Pages) 

• Levine, A. & Sun, J. C. (2002). Barriers to Distance Education. American Council on 
Education Center for Policy Analysis. Retrieved April 28, 2003 from 
http://www.acenet.edu/bookstore/pdf/distributed-learning/distributed-learning-06.pdf. 
(22 Pages) 

• IHEP. (2000). Quality on the Line Benchmarks for Success in Internet-Based Distance 
Education. The Institute for Higher Education Policy. Retrieved April, 28 2003 from 
http://www.nea.org/he/abouthe/Quality.pdf. (33 Pages) 

• King,J. W. , et al. (2000, Spring). Policy Frameworks for Distance Education: 



Implications for Decision Makers. Online Journal of Distance Learning Administration, 
3(2). Retrieved April 25, 2003 from 
http://www.westga.edu/~distance/king32.html (6 pages). 

• ROI and Online Learning http://www.technewsworld.com/story/32325.html 
• Calculating E-learning ROI: http://www.learningcircuits.org/2001/jun2001/elearn.html 

For more ideas, try this site: 
Instructional Technology Council - Distance Education Reports and Abstracts 
http://www.itcnetwork.org/reports.htm#Costs%20for%20Distance%20Learning 

Discussion 
Assignment  

The discussion assignment here is combined with the writing assignment, where 
you will be required to present on at least one topic... 

Writing 
Assignment 

Check Blackboard assignments area to see what these entail... 

W3 - Choose a topic you are interested you will be required to present on this topic to 
others and contribute significantly to the roundtable sessions. 

P1 - Paper topic, journal selection, guidelines and letter of intent (EME7458 Only) 
 

Part 2 (Weeks 7-13): Tools, Design and Decisions in Distance Education 
Module 5 - Introduction to Distance Education Delivery Methodology 

Presentation View the Module 5 presentation under "Course Work" in Blackboard. 

Reading 
Assignments 

Read the following articles:  

Due to the changing nature of this field, this section of the course will be updated each 
semester. Therefore, check Blackboard for a complete up to date listing of readings 
for this module. The readings will cover the methods and tools available for distance 
education delivery as well as topics on designing instruction for distance education and 
making good decisions based on sound information. This section will cover the remainder 
of the semester, but will be broken into separate modules to help you stay on track. Here is 
a start to the reading… 

• Willis, B. (1995). Distance Education Research Guides 5, 6, 7, 10, & 11. University 
of Idaho, College of Engineering excerpted from Distance Education: A Practical 
Guide. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Educational Technology Publications., Retrieved 
October 4, 2002 from http://www.uidaho.edu/eo/distglan.  

• Cerny, M. & Heines, J."Evaluating Distance Education Across Twelve Time 
Zones," T.H.E. Journal, 2001, 28 (7)., Retrieved October 4, 2002 from 
http://www.thejournal.com/magazine/vault/A3296.cfm  

• Zsiray, S.; Smith, T.; West, R."Desktop Videoconferencing," T.H.E. Journal, 
2001, 28 (8)., Retrieved October 4, 2002 from 
http://www.thejournal.com/magazine/vault/A3362.cfm  

• Nystrom, H. E., & Rodriguez, D. (?). Distance Education: Internet Tool Selection 
Process, Retrieved October 4, 2002 from http://www.umr.edu/~disteduc/paper.html 

 
• Graziadei , W. D. et. al.. (?). Building Asynchronous and Synchronous Teaching-

Learning Environments: Exploring a Course/Classroom Management System 
Solution, Retrieved October 4, 2002 from 
http://horizon.unc.edu/projects/monograph/CD/Technological_Tools/Graziadei.asp 

 
• Learning on Demand, found using Wilson Select through the USF Virtual Library - 



Panitz, Beth ASEE Prism v. 7 no8 (Apr. 1998) p. 18-24. ISSN: 1056-8077 Number 
BED198011570 

 
• Choosing & Using Technologies in Education & Training Checklist for Planning 

Retrieved October 4, 2002 from http://home.vicnet.net.au/~cute/tech2_fr.htm. 

 
• MORE TO COME – CHECK BLACKBOARD… 

Discussion 
Assignment  

No formal discussion this week - Just read, read, read :-) 
However, feedback discussions will be included in Part I of your Project 

Writing 
Assignment 

Check Blackboard assignments area to see what these entail... 

G3 - Part I of Project Due 
E1 - Group and Self Evaluations 

Module 6 - In-depth Study of Synchronous Methods 

Presentation This will be a "Real Time" or "Synchronous” Presentation using special online tools. 
Hopefully we will have a very interesting guest speaker to discuss current Distance 
Learning Topics! Plan accordingly! 

Reading 
Assignments 

Review Synchronous methods of delivery readings from Module 5 

Discussion 
Assignment  

Check Blackboard assignments area to see what these entail... 

D6 - Synchronous Learning Discussion 
R2 - Reflective Discussion  

Writing 
Assignment 

Check Blackboard assignments area to see what these entail... 

S2 - Participating and summary of a Synchronous Event - Requires a microphone and 
speakers 
S2b - Asynchronous Make-up/Alternative of Synchronous Event  
W4 - Synchronous Distance Learning Role Play or Research Assignment   

Module 7 - In-depth Study of Asynchronous Methods 

Reading 
Assignments 

Review Asynchronous methods of Delivery Readings from Module 5 

Discussion 
Assignment  

Check Blackboard assignments area to see what these entail... 

D7 - Asynchronous Learning Discussion 
Writing 
Assignment 

Check Blackboard assignments area to see what these entail... 

W5 - Planning and designing a distance education lesson plan 
W6 - Formative Evaluation of Partner's Lesson plan 

Group 
Project 

In-progress reviews of your group projects will take place through the Wiki 

 

Part 3 (Weeks 14-16) – Projects, Papers and Final Wrap Up 
Wrap Up Module 

Reading 
Assignments 

None - Review any readings that will help with your projects and papers 

Discussion 
Assignment 

Check Blackboard assignments area to see what these entail... 

Writing E2 - Group and Self Evaluations 



Assignment G4 - Facilitate Your Project Discussion & Project Presentation 
G5 - Final Project Due 
P2 - Final Paper Due (EME7458 Only)  
XC2 - Extra Credit - Take The Exit Survey  

All Rewrites due!  

 

STUDENT & INSTRUCTOR AGREEMENT 

We will respond to e-mail and discussion postings that need response within 48 hours Monday - Friday. 
There may be occasions when we are out of town and the response time may be longer, but you will be 
notified in advance of these occasions. You can also reach us by phone most times between 9:00 AM 
and 5:00 PM. We agree to be open to discussion and available for support needs to the best of our ability. 
We do not agree to work through every weekend or stay up late at night to answer questions posted by 
late night studiers. However, we will usually answer those questions first thing in the morning. This can 
sometimes be as early as 6:00 am, so check your e-mail and the discussion boards regularly; you never 
know when we might have been online :-) 

As stated before, it is very important that you have read this entire document and make sure that 
you understand it, as it is the basis for our course and the first means of communication we will 
use to address our mutual agreement on what this course entails. If you have questions about the 
Syllabus, please address them as soon as possible so we are all on the same page as we begin 
our semester together. 

So, on that note, here is what we expect from you the student: we expect you to keep up with your work 
and turn in assignments on time. Reading and participation are mandatory, not optional. If you are having 
problems with technology or assignments, we expect you to notify us by e-mail so that we can work it out. 
The work in this class should take about 10-12 hours a week, depending on your study skills. This would 
be the equivalent to a F2F class. To make sure that everyone has read and agrees to the stipulations 
placed in this entire syllabus, we would like for each of you to e-mail us an answer to the following: 

After reviewing this syllabus and other course materials, consider what you want to accomplish in the 
course and what it will take to accomplish it. Once you have set attainable goals for yourself, plot out how 
to achieve them. Ask yourself questions such as; "What must I do to complete the course successfully?", 
"How much effort am I willing to put into the course?", How can I make best use of my time?", "What part 
of the day/week is best for me to study?" , "What do I need from the instructor and/or my classmates to be 
successful?", "How will I reward myself when I achieve my goals?". Once you have thought this through, 
send us a paragraph or two via e-mail to (shauna@usf.edu) that summarizes your plans and strategies 
for success in this course. Include in it a line that states you have read and understand this syllabus and 
what this course entails to the best of your ability. We will use this as an informal contract that will help us 
both understand what needs to be done. This contract can always be revised, so do not feel that this is a 
binding agreement, just a guideline for our relationship. :-) 

OTHER INFORAMTION 

See Blackboard Resources for the following information: 

• Professional originations of interest 

• Books of interest for those planning careers in Distance Education 

• Useful web sites 


